
POSTERIOR	MEDIASTINUM	
	

	
	
	
	



	

	



	
	
Starts	C6	
Diaphragm	hiatus	T10	
Enters	stomach	T11	
Most	posterior	structure	in	the	mediastinum	–	slightly	to	the	L	of	the	midline	
	
	

Both TRACHEA and OESOPHAGUS start at C6



	
	
Lymph	system	
• Cisterna	chyli	–	T12	

o Confluence	of	lymphatic	trunks	
• Thoracic	duct	ascends	between	the	azygos	vein	and	the	aorta	
• Passes	through	aortic	opening	in	diaphragm	
• Inferior	posterior	mediastinum	(below	T5)	–	R	side	of	oesophagus	
• Superior	posterior	mediastinum	(above	T5)	–	L	side	of	oesophagus	
• Arches	over	dome	of	L	pleura	to	enter	great	veins	at	joining	of	L	subclavian	to	L	IJ	
	
	



	
	
Azygous	vein	–	formed	from	ascending	lumbar	vein	+	R	subcostal	vein	
Passes	through	the	aortic	opening	of	the	diaphragm	
R	side	of	vertebrae	
Arches	over	R	hilum	of	lung	at	T4	to	insert	into	SVC	below	2nd	costal	cartilage	
	
Drains:	

• R	lower	8	posterior	intercostals	
• R	superior	intercostal	vein	
• Bronchial	veins	from	R	lung	

	
Hemiazygous:	

• L	ascending	lumbar	+	L	subcostal	vein	
• L	side	of	vertebral	bodies	
• Drains	L	lower	posterior	intercostals	

	
Accessory	hemiazygous:	

• Drains	L	upper	posterior	intercostals	(not	superior	intercostal)	
• Drains	bronchial	veins	from	L	lung	

	
	
SYMPATHETIC	CHAIN	GANGLION	
• Thoracic	chain	=	12	ganglia	
• Lies	on	heads	of	ribs	
• Inferior	cervical	+	1st	thoracic	fused	to	form	stellate	ganglion	
• Preganglionic	from	spinal	nerve:	white	rami		
• Postganglionic	back	to	spinal	nerve:	grey	rami	
• Chain	ganglia	pass	through	diaphragm	beneath	the	medial	arcuate	ligament	
• Lower	8	thoracic	ganglia	give	rise	to	the	greater,	lesser,	least	splanchnic	(no	synapse	in	

paravertebral	ganglia)	
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• The	sympathetic	nerves	(both	upper	and	lower	thoracic)	carry	visceral	afferents	
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LUNGS:	
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R	lung:		

• Upper	lobe	bronchus	arises	from	main	bronchus	outside	the	lung		
• Upper	lobe	pulmonary	artery	arises	outside	the	lung	

	



	
	
R	lung:	PA	anterior	to	bronchi	
PA	and	R	main	bronchus	have	already	split	



	
	
L	lung:	PA	superior	to	bronchi	
PA	and	L	main	bronchus	have	not	yet	split	
	
*Less	structures	entering	L	lung	(less	L	handed	people	than	right	handed)	
	

*L side PA is superior to bronchus (L handed people are superior)



	
	
	
	
Bronchial	arteries:	

• L:	x	2	from	aorta	
• R:	x	1	from	3rd	posterior	intercostal	artery	

	
Supply	bronchi	from	carina	to	respiratory	bronchioles	

Hilim surface marking:

Sternal edge
3rd + 4th CC
(T5,6,7)



	
	



	
	
	

	
	
	



	
	

	
	
	
R	lung:	APA(LM)	APALM	
Brackets	=	middle	lobe	
	
L	lung:	APA(IS)	APALM	
Brackets	=	lingula	
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